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290 The Yorktown Campaign. 



THE YORKTOWN CAMPAIGN. 

Journal or Captain John Davis op the Pennsylvania Line. 

[Major Charles L. Davis, U. S. Army, has placed in our hands what we 
believe to be the original manuscript of the Journal of his grandfather, 
Captain John Davis, written daring the Torktown Campaign. He has 
also left with us a transcript of the Journal as published in the Village 
Record, West Chester, Pa., 1821. This last appears to be an enlargement 
of the first, and while its language has been improved and many errors of 
haste corrected, the facts recorded are in most cases essentially the same ; 
the second, however, contains the general orders issued after Washington 
took command of the troops in Virginia. 

Our space will not permit of the printing both Journals in full, so we 
shall follow that of which we have the original manuscript, and append to it 
in the form of notes such entries as appeared in the Village Record in a 
materially altered form. The general orders from Sept. 15 to the 26th will 
also be given in notes ; after that they will be omitted, as they are accessi- 
ble in the Yorktown Orderly Book published in Philadelphia, 1865. 

The original Journal was kept in a small book, and occupies only one side 
of its pages. On the opposite page the names of the places, which are 
printed in Italics, are given, but not always in such a way as to make it 
perfectly clear to which entry they refer. As it was impossible to print the 
Journal as written, we have given the localities in the entries opposite to 
which they were recorded, although in so doing we have in several cases 
differed from the journal in the Village Record and that of Lieut. Feltman. 

Captain John Davis, says the late Dr. William Darlington in his Notoe 
Cestrienses, was " a worthy member of one of the Welsh families in the 
Great Valley of Chester County." He was commissioned, March 19, 1776, 
Lieutenant in Colonel Samuel J. Atlee's Musketry Battalion, and on the 15th 
of November was made Captain in the 9th Pa. Regt. On the 17th of Janu- 
ary, 1781, he was transferred to the 1st Pa. Regt., of which Daniel Brod- 
head was Colonel, Thomas Robinson Lt. Colonel, James Moore Major, and 
Davis senior Captain. " He first saw fire at Three Rivers, and fought at 
Brandywine, Paoli, Germantown, Monmouth, Stony Point, Green Spring, 
Yorktown, and in Georgia." He retired from the army January 1st, 1783, 
and in 1800 was commissioned Brigadier General of the Penna. Militia ; in 
1803 he was associate Judge of Chester; he died July 10, 1827, aged 
seventy-four, near Paoli, and was buried in Chester Valley Presbyterian 
churchyard. A sketch of him will be found in Martin's History of Chester, 
p. 146. 

The senior Lieutenant of the First Pennsylvania Regiment, as arranged 
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in 1781, was William Feltman, and he was probably in Captain Davis's 
company. His Journal was published in the Collections of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania in 1853. The language used in the Journals of 
Davis and Feltman is in so many cases strikingly similar that it is impos- 
sible not to suppose that the brother soldiers compared notes before record- 
ing the events of the day. — Ed.] 

May 26th, 1781. York Town [Pennsylvania]. — Marched from 
York Town 9 oClock morning under comm'd Gen'l Wayne, 
& encamped 11 miles on the road to Frederick Town. 

21th. General Beat at sun rise, troops took up the line of 
March & halted near Peter Lytles, town being 14 miles. 

28th. Troops took up the line of March at Sun rise, pass'd 
through Tawny Town, & halted near pipe Crek, about 14 
miles. 

29th. Troops took up the line of March at 3 oClock & 
encamp'd on the S. W. Side Manochosy, 15 miles. 

30th. This day continued on the ground. Soldiers "Washed 
their cloathes, clean'd thir arms, & was Reviewed at 7 oClock 
in the evening by G. "Wayne. 

31st. Louden County. — Took up the line of March at Sun 
rise, pass'd through Fredirck Town, Maryland, & reaeh'd 
Powtomack (Rowlands Ferry, Virginia), which in crossing 
in Squows, one unfortunately sunk loaded with (artilry, & 
Q. M. Stores &) men, in which one Sergeant and three men 
were drowned ; encamped on the S. "W. side of the River. 
Night being very wet our baggage not cross'd ; officers of 
the Reg't took Quarter in Col. Clapams Nigro Quarter 
where we agreeably pass'd the night. 

June 1st. Continued on our ground till Four oClock in 
the afternoon when we mov'd five miles on the way to Lies, 
burg. 

2c?. Very wet day ... & continued till evening. 

3d. Took up the line of March at 10 oClock passed through 
Liesburg. The appearance of which I was much disap- 
pointed in encamp'd at goose creek, 1 5 miles. 

4th. Prince William County. — March'd from goose creek at 
six oClock, at which place we left our baggage & sick, and 
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proceeded through a low country ; roads bad in consequence 
of the rains ; eucamp'd at the red house 18 miles. 

hth. A wet morning. Clear'd of at 10 oClock. March'd 
at 1 oClock, proceeded 12 miles on the road to Rappahanack, 
lay out without any kind of shelter. 

6th. Farquear County. — March'd at 6 oClock 9 miles on 
the Road. 

1th. This day continued on our ground, consequence of a 
heavy rain preceding night. 

Sth. Culpepper County. — Took up the line, March at Sun 
rise. Reach'd the North Branch Rappahanack at 10 oClock, 
troops waded the river and proceeded nine miles into this 
County. 

9th. Orange County. — Took up the line of March at six 
oClock, cross'd the South Branch Rappahanck & proceeded 
Five miles into this County ; cuntry poor & buildings very 
small. 

10th. March'd at 5 oClock; a thin poor cuntry. Join'd 
the Marquis's this day, 1 made a march of 23 miles, pass'd a 
body of Militia, 1800 men. 

11th. March'd at 4 oClock, encamp'd 10 oClock, 10 miles. 

12th. Louisa County. — March'd at 6 oClock through woods 
and Pines, at lenghth got to the main road, leading to Fred- 
ericksburg, proceded 5 miles on it & encamp'd. 

13th. Troops continued in their encapm't this day. 

l&th. March'd at 5 oClock, 10 miles, through so poor a 
cuntry it did not produce one drop of water. At this place 
we left all our Tents. 

15th. Hanover County. — Took up the line of March at sun 
rise ; this day was attended with much fatigue for want of 
water, refreshed in an Orchard with the Colo, where the 
Marquis took part with us. 

lQth. Took up the line of March at day Break, proceded 
Six miles, where we wash'd & rested ourselves the day, 
at this place we built an agreeable Bush house, & walk'd 

1 In the Village Record the entry of the 14th states that on that day 
they here [Louisa County'] joined the Infantry under the Marquis's com- 
mand. 
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out in the afternoon in comp'y with Mr. "White to see a 
pennsyl'a family who I hapned to know — A Mr. Parker. 

11th. March'd at 3 oClock through the best cuntry, we 
had seen in the state 20 miles, to Mr. Dandridges. 

l%th. A sweet morning. I mounted guard. This day the 
enemy advanc'd on us. Our Camp struck at Sun Set. All 
the Continental troops March'd in order to surprise a party of 
horse ; we continued till day, But on our arrival where they 
were, they had gone some hours. 

l§th. Henrico County. — Lay on our arms till 1 oCloc, then 
retir'd 4 miles in the cuntry where we lay down contented, 
destitute of any refreshment, Bedding, or covering. 

20th. March'd at 6 oClock 3 Miles ; revie'd by the Gen'l 
at 5 oC'k lay on our arms all night at Colo. Simm's Mill. 

21s;. March'd at 12 oClock A. M., 8 miles, and lay at Bur- 
rells ordinary, destitute of every necessary, both of life and 
convenience. This day Cap. "Wilson and Myself dined with 
Colo. Stuart. 

22d. New Kent County. — March'd at 2 oClock 1 through a well 
inhabited country, though I can give no acc't of the people 
as I have not been in a house for some days, though the 
look well on the road where the generally parade to see us, 
this day pass through Richmond, in 24 Hours after the Ene- 
my evacuated it it appears a scene of much distress. I see 
Jas. Humphey as we march'd through on our arrival at Camp. 
I return'd when I found The distressed very kind, had the 
pleasure of drinking Tea with a Mrs. Parke a Lady of Penn'a. 

2M. March'd at 2 oClock halted at 8 for refreshment 
when we had an alarm. Reports from our lite horse the 
Enemy within 1 mile of us. The army form'd for action, a 
universal Joy prevail'd that certain success was before, we 
lay on our arms 10 Hours, Hourly receiving acco'ts of their 
advance. But to our Great mortification, turn'd out a false 
alarm. At 6 we mov'd our position for convenience of En- 
campm't & got very wet this night with a rain, came on at 
12 oClock. 

1 A. M., Village Record. 



294 The Yorhtown Campaign. 

24th, Sunday. James City County. — A fine morning, we lay 
on this ground all day enjoy ourselves & cooking this day one 
of our soldiers Taken deserting to the Enemy, 4 oOlock he 
was tried, & Executed in the evening — March 'd at dark in 
order to surprise Tarleton, 12 miles, he got wind of our ap- 
proach and retir'd. 

25th. Lay by this day. At dark took up the line of March 
in order to overtake Simon 1 who had plunder'd a quantity of 
Cattle. 

26th. At Six oClock in the morning we overtook a cover- 
ing party, who retreated before us. We mounted a party of 
Infantry 2 behind lite Horse, who overtook their rear. "We had 
a smartt skirmish Horse & foot 3 in which we took some lite 
Horse & Cattle & kill'd 30 on the spot with inconsiderable 
loss. 

21th. This day we lay at Birds Ornary, I mounted guard, 
a wet night. 

28/A. Clear morning, made some movements for advantage 
of Ground. 

29th. Meaneuver'd considerably in this Cuntry, in conse- 
quence of Bad information. 

80th. Extreamly Fatigued ; lay by greater part of this day. 
Our tents brought to us in the Evening. 

July 1st, Sunday. CoVl JBassetfs, York River. — March'd at 
daybreak 8 miles to York River where we encamp'd return'd 
that night to our former post. 4 

2d. March'd down to Birds Ornary, return'd that night 
to our post. 

Zd. March'd Sunrise to some Body's old fild. Meaneuvers 
retrograde, and many troops wore out ; hot weather. 

4th. A wet morning, clear'd off 10 oClock. This day we 
had a Fudejoy in celebration of the Independance of America. 

1 Simcoe. — Village Record. * Capt. Ogdens, Ibid. 

8 At Hot "Water, Ibid. 

4 Col. Baasett's, York River. 

July 1st. Troops marched this morning to York Eiver in order to wash, 
when Doctor Downy was unfortunately drowned ; supposed by a fit of cramp. 
16 miles. — Village Record. 
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After that was over, Penn'a Line perform'd several maneu- 
veres, in which we fir'd. 

5th. March'd at 7 oClock on our way for "Williamsburg 
proceeded as far as Chickahomony Church where we lay on 
our arms till Sun up. 

Qth. Chickahomony Church. — At sun rise we took up the 
line of March for James's town which place the Enemy 
lay at the 1st Batt'n was detach'd with some rifle men which 
brought on a scattering fire, that continued many Hours, 
when the 2d & 3d Batt. with one of Infantry arriv'd in sight, 
we forru'd & brought on a Gen'l Action. Our advances re- 
gular at a charge till we gott within 80 y'ds of thir main 
body under a heavy fire of Grape shot at which distance we 
open'd our musquttry, at this time 3 of our Artilery horses 
being wounded ; & their right flanking our left render'd a re- 
treat necessary with the loss of 2 pieces of Artilery. 1 

1th. This day we lay at this church . . . Dressing & send- 
ing our wounded to Hosp'l. 

8th. At 12 oClock this day we march'd 3 miles towards 
Jas. River for Camp, this evening I went to see the wound'd 
at the Bird Ornary. 

9th. Charles City County. — I return'd to camp, a warm day, 
water scarce & bad — this day we lay on this ground. 

10th. Holts Forge $ Mills.— March'd at 2 oClock P. M. to 
Holts Iron works, Country good but reduc'd. 

Uth. Orders for washing & cleaning our arms. 

1 6th. Marched at 5 o'clock A. M. for Jamestown, where the enemy at this 
time lay in force. When the army had advanced within 5 miles of this town 
the 1st Pennsylvania Battalion was detached with a number of riflemen to 
Green Springs, which brought on a scattering fire that continued for (3) 
hours, when a body of light infantry came with the other two Battalions of 
Pennsylvania troops. The line was displayed and we advanced, by this time 
the enemy was meeting us when a general action ensued. At the distance 
of one hundred yards we charged on their main body under a heavy and 
incessant fire of grape and cannister shot, at this instant we opened our 
musketry. Their right flanked our left, a retreat was found necessary with 
the loss of two pieces of artillery, we retired to a church where we lay this 
night. — Village Record. 
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12th. March'd at 7 oClock toward James River. Roads 
bad. 

13th. Orders for cleaning Ourselves & preparing for an in- 
corporate which was much wish'd for. 

14<A. This day the incorporation to take place when officers 
drew who was for the Campaign. 

l&th. This day was taken up in crossing the James River 
when our fre'ds took their leaves. 

Kith. Chesterfield County. — March'd at 3 oClock and en- 
camp'd at chesterfield church. 

11th. March'd at 3 oClock for Chesterfield Court House, 
water very good these Two days, & the country the most 
fertile we had seen. 

18th. Goods Bridge. — March'd at 3 oClock P. M. to Cheat- 
urns farms 12 miles. 

19th. Appomataek River. — March'd at 4 oClock A. M. for 
Goods Bridge 10 miles. 

20th. Cloudy day. 

22d. Amelia County. — This day we had a sold'r hang'd for 
marauding, a raining day, cool and pleasant. 

2Zd. I din'd this day with Gen'l "Wayne, when we pass'd 
an agreeable afternoon. 

2ilh. Mov'd our Camp 200 yards in the Rear. No parti- 
cular acc'ts of the Enemy. 

2bth. Goods Bridge. — About 2 oClock this day this Bridge 
fell in — whose construction was of a singular nature. No 
person hurt tho' many about & under it. 

26th. Wet morning & cloudy day. 

27th. Amelia County. — A clear fine morning w'm day. 

28th. Nothing material this day. 1 

29th. Nothing material this day. 2 

30th. General Beat this morning at day Break, troops 
march'd by the right to "Watkins Mill, which place we ar- 
ived at 10 oClock 9 miles. Mr. McKinney & myself rode out 

1 Dined at Mr. Booker's. — Village Record. 
* Orders to march to-morrow. — Village Record. 
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agreeable to appointment to dine with Mr. Eagleson where 
we see a pretty agreeable country. 

31st. Amelia County. — This day we" lay still; the country 
the most fertile we had seen in the State. 

August 1st. Dunwody County. — Army march 'd day Break 
12 miles. 

2d. This day we march'd to Amazuin 1 River. 2 

Zd. March to Eight about for the North 21 miles. 3 

Ath. March 'd at day Break for James River opposite Westam 
10 miles — Capt't Barthol'o Bond 4 & my self rode to Richm'd 
when we were agreeably enterta'd by Mrs. park, some Caro- 
lina Ladys, and the Gentlemen of the Virg'a Line who had 
been prisoners return'd to Camp next day. 

bth. Cross'd James River and took post at the Hight 
"Westam. 

6th. Lay on this ground this day which place enemy had 
ocup'd before us. 5 

1th. Lay on this ground. 6 

8th. March'd at 1 oClock A. M., pass'd Richmond daylight 
encamp'd 3 miles below. 

9th. Savages Farm, N. Kent County. — Gen'l Beat at 1 oClock 
A. M. March'd at halfpast to Bottom Bridge, made a short 
halt, proceeded to Savages Farm, 11 miles, this day Our 
Baggage ariv'd from Cox's Mill, all well. 

10th. Troops continued on the ground this day. 

1 Namozine Creek. 

! So far on our way, we expected for South Carolina. — Village Record. 
3 August 3d. General beat day-break — this day we counter-marched and 
returned to join the Marquis at James Hirer — 21 miles. — Village Record. 
* Boude. — Village Record. 

5 6th. Troops lay on this ground this day, which place the enemy had 
occupied before us. Near this place a Mr. Ballentine attempted to confine 
the James River to a single canal in order to transport the produce of the 
upper counties past the falls, which he effected in part. It discovered a very 
great idea — Also was a Foundery and a Bloomery, and an excellent Malt 
and Brew house, all which was consumed by General Arnold, except the 
Brew house. — Village Record. 

6 1th. We lay in this camp this day when a body of Militia passed us 
commanded by General Campbell. — Village Record. 
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11th. Continued on this ground ~No official acc'ts of y* 
Enemy. 1 

12th. A wet day. A sold'r of the Virg'a Line executed for 
shooting attemting mutiny in shooting a Cap Kirkpatrick. 

l&ih. New Kent County. — Very wet day. 

lith. A fine day, lay still. 

15th. lay on the ground ; this day din'd at Doct'r Hall's 9 
miles from Camp with some Gent'n of the line. 

16th. lay on the ground, a cool agreeable day. 

11th. Genl. Beat 2 oClock morning, troops marched at 3, to 
Phillips's Farm, near Newcastle, & within Four miles of 
Hanover Town. 

18th. Hanover County, Philip's Farm. — A showry day, 
country abound in the Best water mellons I ever see. 

19<A. Troops continu'd on this ground, this day. 

20th. Troops lay still. Messrs. North, McKinny, & myself 
rode out to see the country & a certain Mr. Skeltons seat 
which was elegant, as well his situation singular. 

21st. Hanover County. — This day the troops lay still. 

22d. Charles City County, Birds Farm. — Weather quite 
cool, rode out & din'd at Mr. Andersons, with some Virg'a 
officers. 

2Zd. Troops march'd at 8 oClock, A.M. arriv'd at Savages 
Farm. 

24d,h. March'd at 4 oClock A. M. for Birds farm on James 
River. A beautiful situation. This Bird was allow'd to be 
richest man in Virg'a when living, his buildings very 
elegant. 

25th. Birds Farm. — "We lay still this day, a looking around 
us admiring the greatness of this mans Idea, in his improve- 
ments. 

26th. Attended Divine Worship on the River side, under 
a shade of Cedars. 

1 New Kent County. 

Uth. Troops lay on this ground. This country good and an excellent 
Spring of water here, for which reason this Mr. Savage is a capital sufferer. 
— Village Record. 
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21th. Marcli'd this day at 8 oClock A. M. to Mawbin hill 1 
9 miles. On the banks y e river. 

28th. March'd this day at 2 oClk tp Westover. 

29th. Nothig materil. 

3Qth. Surrey County. — begun this night to Cross the river, 
which keps us, some, Two days as the river is One Mile wide 
& boats very bad. 2 

Sept. 1st. Information this morning at 7 oClock of a French 
Fleet riding in Chesepeck Bay, with 4000 troops on board. 
"We march'd at 8 A. M. & halted opposite James Town 6 miles 
where we pass'd the night. 

2d. At 10 oClock this morning a number of boats hove in 
sight, (with the troops) which landed at James Town. 3 

3d. Their Boats cross'd the river next Morning at sun rise 
& cross'd Our Troops, our boats not yet ariv'd we lay on James 
town plains, this day at night we march'd to Green Springs 
where we pass'd y e night. 

Ath. March'd at day break for Williamsburg, halted on y" 
commons, at 4 oClock P. M. was review'd by Gen'l St. Simon, 
this night we took post in the City Collidge. 

bth. Pass'd the greater part of this day in [re] viewing the 
City ; & its public buildigs which does the State credit lay 
on our Arms near town in a thicket of woods. 

6th, 81. Williamsburg. — This morning at 8 oClock the troops 
took up y e line of March & pass'd through the City & halted 
within 7 miles of Tork, & encam'd at Colo. Burrells Mill, 
we were now y e advanc'd Corps y e Army. 

1th. This morning at 8 oClock we were alarm'd by y e firing 
of Several shots from our front Piquett. 

8th. Williamsburg. — We were reliv'd by the advanc'd Corps 
of the Army appointed in orders, 4 and march'd to Join our 
Good ally which cut a respectable figure & encamp'd the 

1 "Where is erected a stone monument in memory of a very extraordinary 
fresh in James Eiver — year '71. — Village Record. 

2 Encamped on the South side on a Mr. Meade's farm. — Ibid. 

3 Commanded by the Marquis de St. Simon. — Ibid. 
* Gen. Muhlenberg commanded. — Ibid. 
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whole, north of "Williamsburg, I was order'd to repair to 
Jamestown to superintend the crossing y e Baggage. 

9th. din'd this day as well as yesterday with Genl. "Wayne 
at his Sick Quarters, and repair'd to Camp at night. 

10th. Reports this day say a Genl. Action have been fought 
off Chesepeak bay between Adml. Grass & Hood, that y e lat- 
ter have made to Sea, & a superior fleet in full pursuit of him. 

11th. Nothing Material, din'd with some Militia officers at 
y e Capitol landing in comp'y with several Genls. of y e line. 

12th. Williamsburg. — Nothing Material occur'd. 

lZth. Rode out in the country, & return 'd in y e evening. 

IMh. Twenty one Gun firing anounc'd the arival of Genl. 
"Washington in Camp the army paraded, & was review'd be- 
fore he lighted from his horse. 

l&th. A very wet day, which was much wanted. 1 

1 General Orders. 

Head Quarters, Williamsburg. 
15th Sept. 1781. 

The Commander-in-chief takes the earliest opportunity of testifying the 
satisfaction he feels on joining the army under the command of Major-Gen. 
the Marquis De La Fayette, with prospects which (under the smiles of 
Heaven) he doubts not, will crown their toils with the most brilliant success; 
a conviction that the officers and soldiers of this army will still be actuated 
by that true martial spirit and thirst of glory which they have already ex- 
hibited on so many trying occasions, and under circumstances far less promis- 
ing than the present affords him the most pleasing sensations. 

The arrival of a powerful fleet and army, under the command of his Ex- 
cellency, Count de Grasse and the Marquis de St. Simon, displays a new and 
striking instance of the generous attention of his Most Christian Majesty to 
the interests of these United States. 

A very respectable body of troops, both French and Americans, are on 
their march from the Eastward and may soon be expected to aid our opera- 
tions in this quarter. 

The zeal and celerity with which Maj.-Gen. de St. Simon debarked his 
troops and joined the army under the command of the Marquis de La 
Fayette at so critical a juncture demands his most grateful acknowledge- 
ments which he entreats the Marquis to accept. He also prays him to have 
the complaisance to signify to the officers and soldiers under his command, 
the high sense the General entertains of the Spirit and ardour they have 
shown on that occasion. He particularly admires the patience with which 
they supported the scarcity of provisions that unfortunately existed at the 
time of their junction, owing to particular circumstances ; circumstances 
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16th. Williamsburgh. — I mounted y e Genl. Guard y e officers 
of the Infantry waited on the Genl. to congratulate his ariv- 
ing at the Suthern States. 1 

17th. this day the Genl. with y* French Genls. left camp 
in order to see Count De Grass who lays at Hampton Road. 2 

18th. Nothing material except the landing the 1st Detatcht. 
from y* Northward. 

19th. Williamsburgh. — This day I rode down to holts Mill, 
cross'd to Surry County with Mr. Collin when we din'd with 
Coll. Hutchins on the Banks of the river we pass'd an agree- 
able afternoon, recross'd y 8 river after night, lay at Holts 
Mill. 3 

•which he exceedingly regrets, but hopes they are already remedied and that 
the like misfortune will not be again experienced. 

Accurate Returns of the different Corps, as well Continental as Militia, 
now serving here, to be given in at Head Quarters to-morrow at 10 o'clock, 
specifying the number of Militia that are unarmed. Commanding officers of 
corps must be answerable for the correctness of their Eetnrns, and that the 
men returned on duty must be particularly and satisfactorily accounted for. 

1 General Orders. 

Head Quarters, "Williamsburg. 
September 16th, 1781. 
During the present scarcity of provisions the Quarter Master will take 
care that a sufficient number of corn-fields are procured for the use of the 
troop. The Commander-in-chief, in the most pointed manner, forbids the 
soldiers entering or taking corn from any field but those pointed out by 
the Quarter Masters, and hopes that every officer will see this order at- 
tended to. 

2 General Orders. 

Head Quarters, Williamsburg. 
September 17, 1781. 
The Quarter Masters of Brigades and separate Corps are to make returns 
of Camp Equipage and all other articles in the Q. M.'s department to the 
Q. M. G. to-morrow at orderly time. The President and members of the 
General Court-martial will return to their duty in their respective lines 
until the pleasure of the Commander-in-Chief be known with respect to their 
proceedings. 

3 General Orders. 

Head Quarters, Williamsburg. 
Sept. 19, '81. 
The Inspector General will review the Maryland troops Friday morning 
at 8 O'Clock ; at the same hour he desires to see all the Continental Field 
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20th. return'd to camp this morning. 
21st. Second division of y e Northward troops arivd. 
22d. No meterial acc'ts. 1 
23d. Evry vigilanc in preparig for y e Siege. 
24th. Northward troops, landing & marching up to this 
place. 2 

25th. Williamsburgh. — Nothing Material. 3 

Officers on the Grand Parade. The Grand Parade for the present is assigned 
on the field in the rear of the College. 

1 The Village Record says that on this day the troops moved up to Wil- 
liamsburg. 

2 General Ordees. 

Head Quarters, WlLLiAMSBtrsa. 
September 24, 81. 

An accurate inspection of arms, accoutrements, and ammunition to be 
made immediately, and the deficiencies compleated. 

The Continental troops composing the troops in Virginia are to be 
brigaded as follows — 

Col. Vose's, Lt.-Col. Barber's, and Lt.-Col. Jemott's Battalions of Infantry 
■will form a Brigade to be commanded by Brigadier-Gen. Muhlenburgh. 

Col. Scammell's Eegt. and Lt.-Col. Hamilton's Battalion of Infantry and 
Hazen's Regiment ; the Brigade to be commanded by Brig.-Gen. Hazen. 

Col. Gaskin's Virginia Eegiment and the two Battalions of Pennsylvania, 
a Brigade to be commanded by Brig.-Gen. "Wayne. 

The two Jersey Battalions and the Rhode Island Battalion, a Brigade 
to be commanded by Col. Dayton. 

The 3d and 4th Maryland Regiments, a Brigade to be commanded by 
Brig.-Gen. Gist. 

The 1st and 2nd New York Regiments, a Brigade to be commanded by 
Gen. Clinton. 

The Inspector General desires the commanding officers of Regiments and 
Corps may have them inspected without delay, agreeably to the General 
Orders of this day, and report to him the state of their arms, ammunition, 
and accoutrements. 

3 General Orders. 

Head Quarters, Williamsburg. 
Sept. 25th, 81. 
All deserters and persons coming from the enemy's lines are to be sent in 
the first instance to Head Quarters : no horses, arms, or accoutrements are 
to be purchased from them, except for the public service, unless it is specified 
to the contrary in the written papers which will be granted them by the 
Adjutant-General. Any person of the above description found without 
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26th. Orders to move down below y e town & form an en- 
campment. 1 

21th. March'd East of town, & form'd the Grand Army, 
Americans on y e right & French on y e left. 

28th. Camp: before York. — Army march'd this morning at 
5, by the right for York. On ariving on its environs the 
British horse appear'd. The French open'd some Fild pices 
& they retreated in their works. — lay on our arms. 

29th. This morning form'd a compleat investment round 
the Town and pitch'd our Camp. The Enemy retreated this 
night in their contacted works. 

80th. Took possession of their out lines. 

Od'r 1st. A warm fire continued all this day, about 40 
Guns to the hour, on an average & 10 by night to the hour 2 
men only kill'd one of them in y e works. 2 

2d, 81. Camp before York. — A continual firing from the 
Enemys Batteries all this day. Our works goes on rapidly. 

3d. A continual firing was kept up all this day. A deserter 
went in who inform'd them where our covering parties lay 
They directed their shot for them the first kill'd 3 men & 
mortally wounded a fourth Our works go on rapidly. 

proper passes with the army, or within the environs of the encampment, to 
be apprehended and sent to the provost-guard. 

The Deputy Commissary General of prisoners will report to Head Quarters 
all prisoners of war immediately after their capture. 

The several issuing Commissaries will be particularly careful, in reserving 
all the sheep-skins for the use of the artillery; they will be delivered to Mr. 
Thomas Jones, D. C. M. S., on his application. 

At a General Court Martial, assembled at "Williamsburg, by order of Maj.- 
Gen., the Marquis La Payette, Col. Vose, President, Capt. Wilkin, of Col. 
Stewart's battalion of the Pennsylvania Line, charged by Col. Stewart with 
riotous behavior, in his tent, in an unseasonable hour of the night, with dis- 
obedience, in not desisting when ordered to do so by the field officer of the 
day through the Adjutant, Capt. Yanhorne, and for using language and con- 
duct subversive of good order and discipline, was tried and acquitted. 

1 Orders this day to move East of town and form the Army : Americans 
on the right and French on the left. — Village Record. 

2 The Journal in the Village Record says the Americans took possession 
of the out-works on this day, and that Col. Scammel was wounded and taken 
prisoner. 
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\th. Camp before York. — Our cannon and mortars now arived. 
This day Coll Tarlton made a charge on Duke Luzerne's 
Legionary Corps, on Grlochester side, and was repuls'd with 
the loss of his commaning off'r of Infantry kill'd and Tarlton 
badly wounded with 50 privates kill'd on the spot. 

5th. Our works go on day and night some chance Men 
kill'd with the incessant fire kept up on our works. 1 

Qth. A rainy day. 3000, fatigued this night, a making 
lines for our covering parties. 2 

1th. The first paralel finish'd carrying on the Batteries an 
incessant firing Day & Night. 

8th. Our heavy artilery taken up 10 pieces this night. 

9th. Camp before York — A heavy cannonnade kept up from 
us, which dismounted all their pieces. 3 

10th. A Mr. Nelson came this day out who say our shells 
do much execution. 

11th. Continual firing kept up, this night we broke ground 
& form'd 2d paralel with the loss of 2 millitamen kill'd. 

12th. The Enemy kept up a very hot fire all this day. 

13th. This morning 2 Hessian deserters came in who says 
our shells do much execution. 

lith. Camp before York. — this morning a deserter says the 
Infantry refus'd doing duty, that Cornwallis flatters them 
they shall be reliv'd in a few days & gave each reg't a pipe of 
wine. This night the Marquis took their river Battery with 
very inconsiderable loss, and Maj 'r Gen. Virmiuel took another 
on their extreme to the left, with little loss likewise, & run 
our second paralel compleat. 

15th. This night the Enemy made a sally & impos'd on the 
French for American, & cover'd our advan'd posts and trenches 
but on finding out the imposition drove them with the loss 
of 8 prisoners & 8 kill'd on y e spot. 

1 A number of men preparing cannon cartridges, and the teams of the 
army all employed hauling cannon, mortars, ball, and shell from the Land, 
ing. — Village Record. 

2 This night we run our first parallel. — Ibid. 

3 This day — This Happy Day — we returned their fire. American and 
French flags hoisted on our batteries. — Ibid. 
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16th. pushig our advan'd posts forward as fast as possible. 1 

11th. Lord Cornwallis proposes deputies from Each Army 
to meet at Moores House to agree on terms for the Surrender 
of the garrison at York & Grlocester. An answer sent by 3 
oClock when a cessation of arms took place. 

18th. Flags passing this day alternately. 

19^. At 1 oClock this day our troops march'd in & took 
possession of their batteris, and the- British Army march'd 
Out & Grounded their Arms. Our Army drew up for them 
to march through French on one side & American on the 
other. 

20th. Camp York. — Lay quiet in Our Camp cleaning Our- 
selves. 

21st. British Army march'd out for their cantoonments 
under Militia G'ds. 

22d. Brgade on duty. 2 

23d. Orders for y e troops to hold themselves in readiness to 
march at the shortest notice. 

24^. Marquis de St. Simons troops embarking their Can- 
non. 

25th. Camp York. — Orders for Brigades daily to be on duty 
to demollish our works. 

26th. Nothing Meterial. 

21th. Acc'ts Sir H. Clintons embark'd from New York for 
y* South. 

28th. Orders contermanded respectg our cannon going on 
board. Nothing Meterial occur'd till 5 Nov'r. 3 

1 Our Batteries compleating very fast. — Village Record. 

2 York affords very good Port-wine. — Ibid. 

3 28th. The American cannon put on board vessels for the Head of Elk. 
29th. Nothing material. 

30th. I was on duty at Gloster. 

31st. Col. Tarleton dismounted from his horse by an inhabitant who 
claimed him in the midst of the Street. 

Nov. 1st. A supply of cloathing purchased by agents appointed for that 
purpose. 

2d. Distributions of the supplies. 

3d Orders for Pennsylvania and Maryland troops to march to-morrow for 
South Carolina. 

Vol. v.— 21 
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Nov. Uh. Camp York. — March'd at 9 oClock to Burrells 
Mill 10 mile. 

6th. March'd at day light pass'd through "Williamsbg en- 
camp'd at Birds Orna'y 18 miles. 

1th. March'd at Sun rise by the right encamped at Kent 
Court House 14 miles. 

8th. March'd at Sun rise, encanmp'd at Bottoms Bridge. 

9th. March'd at sun rise encamp'd at Eichmond. 

10th. troops began to cross the river. Craft very unsuit- 
able for the purpose. 

11th. Richmond. — Waggons & Ammunition crossing. 

12th. Our brigade began crossing. 

13th. continue crossing no accident except a boat sinking 
in the river but no men drowned. 

lAth. Marylanders proceed on their way for petersbugh. 

15^. Our Brigade march at 12 oClock. Encamp'd Osbrons 
Woffum. 

16th. March'd at sun rise encamp'd at Petersbugh. 

17^. Chesterfield County. — Cross'd Appomatock. 

18th. lay still this, which was a very fine day. 

19th. Brunswick Co. — March'd at sun rise encamp'd near 
Dun woody court House — 19 miles. 

20th. March'd at sun rise encamp'd at Nottoway bridges 
—14 m. 

21st. March'd at sun rise encamp'd at East Edmunsons 
15 m. 

22d. March'd at sun rise encamp'd at Mitchells Ornary 15 
miles. 

23d. Mecklenburgh Co. — March'd at sun rise encamp'd at 
Hugh Millers — 14 miles. 

2Ath. March'd at sun rise. Ariv'd at Roanoke 11 oClock 
cross'd with great expedition. 

25th. this day we lay still. The morning foggy, heavy 
rain afternoon. 

26th. lay on y e Banks River. 

ith. General beat at 8 o'clock. Tents struck and loaded. Troops march 
at 9. — Village Record. 
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21th. Meeklenbugh Co., N. Carolina — Maryland line cross'd. 

28th. Wet day, lay still. 

29th. Gwnville County, N. Carolina. — March'd at sun rise 
10 miles to Williamsbugh. 

3Qth. March'd at sun rise 12 miles to Harrisburgh. 

December 1st. March'd at sun rise to Gen'l Parsons, 12 miles 
through the best country I see since crossing potomack. 

2d. March'd at sun rise the roads sloppy encamp'd at Pains 
Ornary 16 m. 

M. Caswells County, N. Carolina. — March'd this morning at 
sun rise, pass'd Caswell Court House & Cross'd Hico Creek 
10 miles. 

4th. March'd at sun rise cross'd Country [County] line creek 
when it began to snow at 12 oClock continued till night when 
it was four Inches deep. We had a very tedious days mar'h 
18 miles. 

Capt. Bartholomew Broke his leg by a fall from a horse. 

bth. Caswell County. — this day the troops lay on their 
Ground, roads very Bad, deta'hs of 1 Hundred Men with the 
stores Stays behind in order to hasten our march. 

6lh. This day the troops lay on this ground, Capt. Bond & 
myself din'd with Cols. Dicksons 6 miles from Camp. 

1th. Guilford County. — This day the troops march'd at sun 
rise, through a very good country, waded Haw River, & en- 
camp'd on it 16 miles. 

8th, 81. Guilford County. — Troops march'd at Sun rise 
through a good looking Country encamp'd at Guilford Court 
House 20 miles. 

9th. This day we lay on this ground which turn'd out very 
rainy. 

10th. This day we likewise lay still very cold. 

11th. This day troops march'd at sun rise, through a Quaker 
Settlem't. Country good & well wooded. Encamp'd near 
Barny Hidits on Abbots Creek 15 miles. 

12^. Roan County. — The troops took up the line of March 
at sun rise march'd through a German Settl'mt where the 
farm much as penna left Moravian town on our right 8 
miles. Encamp'd at Mr. McCuaneys 16 m. 
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ISth. This morning at sun rise the troops march 'd. Cross'd 
the Yadkin in boats, waggons & Cattle waded, beautiful river, 
about 80 perches wide encarap'd within a mill, 14 m. 

14th, 81. Roan County. — Troops march'd at sun rise pass'd 
through Salisbury town which is a very pretty town consider- 
ing its remoteness in the state, 7 m. 

loth. Troops march'd at sun rise pass'd a good settlm't en- 
camp'd at Mr. Taylors, 12 m. 

16th. Troops march'd at usual time Cross'd Coddle Creek 
on a Bridge we made & waded Rocky river, 14 m. din'd 
with Gen'l "Wayne & visited our Encampment of Catawba 
Indians. 

11th, 81. Mechlenburgh Co., North Carolina. — We lay still in 
consequence of heavy rain. 

18th. Troops march'd at sun rise the country good encamp'd 
at Charlotte a small & ornary looking place. 14 m. 

l§th. March'd at sun rise Roads bad. Country not so good 
as we have pass'd encamp'd at Clems branch. 15 m. 

20th, 81. Camden District, South Carolina. — Troops march'd 
at sun rise, pass'd through a country adjoining Catawbaw 
River & belonging to a Reduc'd Nation of that name. En- 
camp'd on Twelve Mile Creek, 10 mile Rivers run all in this 
Country a "Westerly Course. 

21st. Waxaws Creek $• Settlement. — Troops march'd this day 
at 12 oClock, encamp'd on Waxwaws Creek: 6 miles. These 
Creeks high. 

22d. Camden District. — Troops march'd at sun rise cross'd 
several small creeks encamp'd near Maj. Bartley 10 miles. 

23d Troops march'd at sun rise through a country cov'd 
with pine and sands, intermixed with Black Jacks, this march 
we pass'd hanging Rock. This road had many marks of 
wilful destruction in "Waggons and Military Stores which 
was made in Gates's Army. Encamp'd near that Rock. 20 m. 

24th. Camden District. — Troops march'd at sun rise the day 
excessive wet & waded several Creeks. This days march as 
well as yesterdays the country uninhabited & ever will remain 
so, I presume. Encamp'd near Camden 18 miles. 

25^. Camden Town. — Troops lay still this day Eight Offi- 
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cer of the Batt'n din'd with a Mr. Le Count where we far'd 
well & speut an agreeable Evening. This town ruin'd much 
by the British. 

26th. Camden, Water ee River. — Troops march 'd at sun rise 
& cross'd the Wateree River 1J miles from town this river 
is about Two Hund'd yards wide & deep, encamp'd on the 
south side. 

27th. Troops march 'd at sun rise through a low country 
covered in many places with — and swamps — encamp'd at Rey- 
nolds Mills 8 m. 

28th. Troops march'd at sun rise through a poor country 
destitute of Inhabitants, known by the name of Sand Hills 
encamp'd on the Banks of the Congeree River 23 m. 

29th, 81. Congeree River. — Troops march'd at 8 oClock 
cross'd Congeree in Excellent Flats. This River is 300 y'ds 
wide. One of the hansomest I ever see encamp'd on the south 
side — 4 miles. 

30$. Orangeburgh County. — Troops march'd at 9 oC'k 
through a good country encamp'd at Adam Tintly 12 m. 

31st. Troops march'd at sun rise country tolerable setled 
by Germans. Encamp'd at Orangeburg — 12 m. 

January 1st, 1782. Orangeburg County. — Troops march'd at 
sun rise through a "Wilderness, waded more than twenty 
Creeks some Three feet deep, encamp'd in a place, amonst 
surronded with water, destitute of inhabitants — 20 m. 

2d. Troops march'd at sunrise this days march through a 
fine body of pine and sand, uninhabited, waded a number of 
Creeks or rather Guts, of water communicating from one 
to another, encamp'd as yesterday, 15 m. 

3d, 82. Edisto River. — Troops march'd at Sun rise wet low 
country pas'd through. Saw Mills which work'd with 8 
Saws on one frame encamped at Hickey ridge — 10 m. 

4th. Round SettleH. — March'd at sun rise. Join'd the 
army at this post. 3 m. 

bth. This day taken up in cleaning Our selves & Arms after 
Two Months Constant march. 

6th. Cleaning Our selves & resting. Rode out to see their 
farms. 
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1th. Mound Camp. — A command of 100 men to relieve 
one now at the lines (of Our line) Maj'r Hamilton Command. 

8th. Some Gentlemen din'd with us in Camp. 

§th. Jackson's Borough. — Pennsyl'a Brigade march'd at 9 
oClock to Jacksons Borough, where the Legislator of the 
State now Sits encamp'd on its Right. 14. 

10th. Mr. McKinny & my self walk'd out to hunt call'd at 
a house where liv'd a Mr. Duverse from Penn'a. Din'd with 
him & pass'd the afternoon. 

In the diary of Lieut. Feltman, which is continued until April 25, 1782, 
there is a correspondence between General Greene and some of the officers of 
the Pennsylvania line, who felt themselves aggrieved by the appointment of a 
junior officer of the Maryland line to the command of a detachment detailed 
for a special service. The name of Captain Davis is among those signed 
to the letters addressed to Greene, but as they treat of nothing but the 
subject which called them forth we will not reprint them. 

There is an old song on the surrender of Cornwallis, which although devoid 
of literary merit is characteristic of the times, and considering the circum- 
stances under which it has been handed down to us is deserving of preserva- 
tion with the diary of Capt. Davis. 

The words were written by a son of Erin, who had been captured with 
Cornwallis, and who sent them home to his father. They were there learned 
by an Irishman, who subsequently lived with Captain Davis in Chester Co., 
who used to make him repeat them again and again at harvest gatherings, 
and thus they reached the columns of the Village Record, then edited by the 
well-known Charles Miner. 

THE IRISH SOLDIER'S LAMENT, 

OR 

cornwallis' surrender. 

Dear father, peruse 

This sad unhappy news, 
Which from prison I have sent you ; 

It *s of the brave Cornwallis, 

I write the tale that follows, 
"Which grieves me sore to acquaint you. 

Our warlike General, 

Who was never known to quail, 
And never was daunted by any; 

His foes they did combine, 

He was forced to resign, 
Hade a prisoner of war in Virginia. 
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We ever may bemoan 

The year eighty-one, 
When at Yorktown we capitulated ; 

Bewail we ever may, 

The sad, unhappy day 
"When brave Cornwallis was defeated. 

Like champions of great might 

Our men did boldly fight, 
And our foes still kept cannonading ; 

Till many bodies dead, 

All o'er the ground were spread, 
And ankle deep in blood we were wading. 

Courageous, bold, and stout, 

Unwilling to give out ; 
Our provisions being almost expended ; 

We had nothing for to eat, 

Though our hunger it was great, 
Yet our rights we nobly defended. 

We fought them ten to one, 

Long as we could stand by a gun, 
Led on by a daring commander ; 

Till at length unto our grief, 

Our worthy noble chief, 
To his foes was obliged to surrender. 

Here by a numerous band, 

We were marched to Maryland, 
And some were confined in Virginia ; 

In a loathsome, dirty jail 

Each man his fate did bewail, 
I'm sure that our sorrows are many. 

The provisions are so bad, 

No worse can be had, 
Which fills my soul with vexation ; 

Par better we had died, 

When on the action wide, 
Than be starved by a capitulation. 

Here we may freeze and thaw, 

On beds of rotten straw, 
For no covering we have to put round us ; 

Heads and points we do lie, 

Like to hogs in a stye, 
And lofty dark walls do surround us. 

Pull fifteen hundred men, 

All in a prison den, 
Like thieves in a dungeon are crowded ; 

Ah ! doleful is our case, 

In this God-forsaken place, 
To remain till the peace is concluded. 

JOHBT BOGGS. 



